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Substances That Could Be in Water

o ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S.

EPA prescribes regulations limiting the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water
systems. U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulations
establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which
must provide the same protection for public health.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain ar least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of these contaminants does
not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it can acquire
naturally occurring minerals, in some cases, radioactive
material; and substances resulting from the presence of
animals or from human activity. Substances that may be
present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations, or wildlife;

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and merals, which
can be naturally occurring or may result from urban
stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming;

Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a
variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater
runoff, and residential uses;

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic
and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products
of industrial processes and petroleum production, and
which may also come from gas stations, urban stormwater
runoff, and septic systems;

Radioactive Contaminants, which can be naturally
occurring or may be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities.

Contaminants may be found in drinking water that
may cause taste, color, or odor problems. These types of
problems are not necessarily causes for health concerns.
For more information on taste, odor, or color of drinking
water, please contact our business office. For more
information about contaminants and potential health
effects, call the U.S. EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline
at (800) 426-4791.
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REGULATED SUBSTANCES

Definitions

SUBSTANCE YEAR MCL MCLG  AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE . 3 e el e
(UNIT OF MEASURE) SAMPLED [MRDL] [MRDLG] DETECTED  LOW-HIGH  DETECTED LOWHIGH  DETECTED  LOW-HIiGH DETECTED  LOW-HIGH  VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE AL (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant
: . : 0 mm - o —— . v ; o : . which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
Alpha Emitters (pCi/L) 2014 15 0 A 0-7.4 i it 0-7.4 3.7 (avg.) 0-5.5 NA NA | No Erosion of natural deposits requirements which a water system must follow.
Antimony (ppb) 2014 6 6 'i NA NA : NA NA _! 0.28 0.2-0.33 NA NA | No Discharge from petroleum refineries; Fire retardants; Ceramics; Electronics; Solder MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level
Arsenic (ppb) 2014 10 NA | 53 ALESERI | | 055 | 56(avg) | 0-119' } NA NA | No  Erosion of narural deposits; Runoff from orchards; Runoff from glass and electronics of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MClLs
1 1 i 1 il ' = = s o
| | | 1 production wastes are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best
Barium (ppm) 2014 2 2 J 0.11 0.048-0.11 | 0.046 @ 0-0.046 ! 0.08 (avg.) | 0.04-0.12] NA NA ' No Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal refineries; Erosion of natural deposits available treatment technology.
Beta/Photon Emitters™ (pCi/L) 2014 50 0 8.5 0-85 ] 85 085 |668(@avg)| 0-88 | NA NA | No  Decay of nawral and man-made deposits MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): The level
Chlorine (ppm) 2014 [4] 4] | 220 | 078220 | 220 o.‘s—z.zm 2.7 NA27 | 1.54 0.2-154 | No | Wateradditive used o control microbes ol g cunitinaui i drinking water btlow which thcic s
| i 1 ) ‘ no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a
Chlorine Dioxide (ppb) 2014 [800] [800] ] ND NA I ND NA | 500 NA-500 f NA NA | No Water additive used to control microbes S ah et
: | 5s et = | = : e S S - =
Chlorite (ppm) 2014 1 0.8 | ND NA L ND NA ; 0.72 NA-0.7 L. NA NA ’ No By-product of drinking water disinfection MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level):
Chromium (ppb) 2014 100 100 | 95 5-9.5 '5 9.8 0-9.8 | 2.59 (avg.) 0.57-5.1 ; NA NA | No Discharge from steel and pulp mills; Erosion of natural deposits The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
Cyanide (ppb) 2014 200 200 NA NA i: NA NA [0.253 (avg) 0-7.34 | NA NA | No | Discharge from steel/metal factories; Discharge from plastic and fertilizer factories “‘LTC[' There is convincing evidence [}”_[ addi[it?n] of
7 = P, | | E 2 | - = ~ - = i'-. CCL: is CESS? 'f CO f ic ."
Fluoride (ppm) 2014 4 4 1.04 0.954-1.04 %‘ 1.03 0-1.03 | 0.77 (avg.) 0.5-1.32 NA NA ! No Erosion of narural deposits; Water additive which promores strong teeth; Discharge :cn::‘[;;:;‘l:i; LCSHI I
{ i from fertilizer and aluminum factories ==y
Haloacetic Acids [HAA]-Stage 1 (ppb) 2014 60 NA 6.2 0-6.2 | 0 00 | 7.4 0-24 0.6 0-0.6 No By-producr of drinking water disinfection ?\{RDLG (Ma_ufnufn Resldual. ].)l_smfectant Level.Goal}:
: | - - . o . = . . T'he level of a drinking water disinfectant below which
Nitrate (ppm) 2014 10 10 477 2.09-4.77 i 477 2.09-4.77} 0.83 (avg) 0-2.52 | 0.0006  0-0.0006 No  Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural deposits there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs
Selenium (ppb) 2014 50 50 | 0.007 0.0044-0.007§ 0.004 @ 0-0.004 3 (avg.) 0-10 | NA NA | No Discharge from petroleum and metal refineries; Erosion of natural deposits; Discharge do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfecrants ro
‘ : i i from mines control microbial contaminants.
TTHMs [Total Trihalomethanes]— 2014 80 NA 8.2 0-82 | ND NA 307 (avg)' 0-131' | 0.112 0.00181-0.112] No  By-producr of drinking water disinfection NA: Not applicable
Stage 1 (ppb) w - : ND (Not detected): Indicates that the substance was not
Thallium (ppb) 2014 2 0.5 NA NA ND NA NA NA NA NA | No Leaching from ore-processing sites; Discharge from electronics, glass, and drug factories found by laboratory analysis.
Total Organic Carbon (ppm) 2014 I NA NA NA NA NA 1.56° 1.56-1.8°] NA NA No | Naturally present in the environment NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units): Measurement of
Turbidity (NTU) 2014 HIE NA NA NA | NA NA 0.24¢ NA NA NA No  Soil runoff the clarity, or turbidity, of water. Turbidity in excess of 5
Turbidity (Lowest monthly percencof | 2014 | TT=95% | NA | NA NA NA | NA 100% NA NA NA | No | Soil runoff NTU is just noticeable to the average person.
samples meeting limit) D{) Tr_'l%}_"s ! pCi/L (picocuries per liter): A measure of radioactivity.
<uU.D I
ppb (parts per billion): One part substance per billion
Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the community” parts water (or micrograms per liter).
Biggs A 2 ' " ag Ea : 008 . ppm (parts per million): One part substance per million
AROHT = " RS 3 AM&UNT : S Samp | 1 ng Resu ItS parts water (or milligrams per liter).
SUBSTANCE YEAR DETECTED SITES ABOVE DETECTED SITES ABOVE AL/ DETECTED SITES DETECTED SITES ABOVE AL/ . . dary 2 : 3
(UNIT OF MEASURE) SAMPLED AL MCLG (SOTH%TILE) AL/TOTALSITES (30TH%TILE) TOTALSITES (S0TH%TILE) ABOVEAL (S0TH%TILE) TOTALSITES VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE ort Bliss Water Services Company and SMCL (Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level):
S o - - o = 1 - - . - . 2 - Fl Paso Water Ukilities routinely monitor SMCLs are established ro regulate the aesthetics of
Copper (ppm) 2004°-F1-3151°5 0.0685 0/30 0.0947 0/20 i 0.51 0 i 0.5 0/30 _ No Corros:oniuf household plumbmg systems; ) . ) Y drinking water like taste and odor.
i |. i Erosion of natural dCPOSi[S {Ol' contaminants 1n Youf d]'lﬂl{iﬂg water - % hai A ied : ded
Lead (ppb) 2014 | 15! 0 | 151 0/30 0.489° 0/20° |E 2 0 d 151 0/30 No Corrosion of household plumbing systems; accordmg to federal and state laws. The tables L n?at.ment Tecj Amque): lunee p o i
£ i i > ; D ; s . ; to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
Erosion of natural deposirs list all the drinking water contaminants that £

Fort Bliss Water Services Company or El Paso
Water Utilicies detected in the last round
of sampling for the particular contaminant

SECONDARY SUBSTANCES

SUBSTANCE YEAR AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT  RANGE group. The presence of contaminants does not
{UNIT OF MEASURE) SAMPLED SMCL MCLG : DETECTED LOW-HIGH DETECTED  tOW-HIGH EXCEEDANCE TYPICAL SOURCE necessarily indicate that water poses a health
Aluminum (ppb) 2014 200 NA | 68 0-68 | ND NA No Erosion of natural deposirts; Residual from some surface water risk. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented ‘ _ o
' Lreauncnuprocesics in this table are from testing done January Ii?ﬁ;\’g’ Il ;\ch coTAcentrgtlt;r;tcL ?;f;fj ;}hwelﬂﬁ re}fﬁlam? Dt
: s = = = = = , _ s - e .0 ppb, compliance is rough the Alternative
Chloride (ppm) 2014 250 NA 183 48.9-183 48.3 0-48.3 No RYunUH/Ie.u.hmb from narural deposits 1 through December 31, 2014. The EPA or Monitoring Plan approved by the TCEQ.
pH (Units) 2014 | 6.5-8.5! NA 8.2 7.8-8.2 8.1 8.1-8.1 No Naturally occurring the state requires us to monitor for certain The MCL for beta particles is 4 mrem/year. U.S. EPA considers 50
Sulfate (ppm) 2014 250 | NA 132 56-132 55.7 | 0-55.7 No Runoff/leaching from narural deposits; Industrial wastes contaminants less than once per year because pCi/L to be the level of concern for beta particles.
Total Dissolved Solids [TDS] (ppm) 2014 500 NA 693 344-693 343 0-343 es Runoff/leaching from natural deposits the concentrations of these contaminants are *The highest running annual average (LRAA) at any location
not expected to vary significantly from year to 4:;’”;:??‘ ‘:’53 11.1 ppb fDFITHAA aﬂfL;L-i;m? fUF':'THf\t/_‘-
9 . e highest running annual average at any location
UNREGULATED SUBSTANGES — yeat. Some of the data, though FepresenELive monitored was 11.1 ppb for THAA and 51.2 ppb for TTHM.

of the water quahry, are more than 1 year old. 5The system is in compliance with a yearly removal ratio of 1.00 or

SUBSTANCE YEAR  AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE AMOUNT RANGE We participated in the 3rd stage of the EPA’s greater.
(UNIT OF MEASURE) SAMPLED  DETECTED LOW-HIGH DETECTED LOW-HIGH DETECTED LOW-HIGH  TYPICAL SOURCE Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring sTurhidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the water. Itis
Bromodichloromethane (ppb) 2014 | 2 -2 ! ND NA | 7.63 (avg.) = 0-49.8 | Byproduct of drinking water disinfection Regulation (UCMR3) program by performing manitared hecauss it is & dood Indicetor of the effectivanass of the
Bromoform (ppb) 2014 g 3.36 0-3.36 E ND NA | 4.84 (avg) | 0-17.5 | Byproduct of drinking water disinfection additional tests on our drinking water. ?ﬁltratlcn system. _ _

==l i z : | =1 e N | . . Lead and copper concentrations shown are the 90th percentile
Chloroform (ppb) 2014 | 16 0-1.6 | ND NA { 3.55 (avg) @ 0-37. Byproduct of drinking water disinfection UCMR3 benefits the environment and public level at the customer's first-draw sample.
Dibromochloromethane (ppb) 2014 E NA NA ﬂ ND NA 1 10.5 (avg.) 0—44.8 | Byproduct of drinking water disinfection health bY PfOViding the EPA with data on the #Sampled in 2012.
Sodium (ppm) 2014 % 96.6 84.2-96.6 E 85.5 85.5-85.5 || NA NA | Erosion of natural deposits; byproduct of oil field activity ECTLELCIICE of co?naminants Suspecn.?d t‘? be in sUnreg.ulated c.nnt.aminants are those for which EPA has not

i i drinking water, in order to determine if EPA established drinking water standards. The purpose of unregulated

contaminant monitoring is to assist EPA in determining the
occurrence of unregulated contaminants in drinking water and
whether future regulation is warranted.

needs to introduce new regulatory standards to

imprave drinkjng water qua]ity.
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